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What is Sustainable Development??? What can it do for me and 

for Sheffield? 

 
Dave Applebaum:  Weôve had two very different talks on the same 
theme coming from very different perspectives.  Now itôs time to ask any 
questions with both speakers to comment on your questions. 

 
 

 
Question: 
Whatôs keeping government, local authorities and regional development 
agencies from building in the true economic costs into nuclear power?  
Whatôs keeping them from giving us the true cost of nuclear power 

because that will wipe out any of Sheffieldôs progress very quickly? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Andy Nolan:  Ian Rotherham commented on the morality of our 
legacy; nuclear power is good example. Government investment in 
nuclear power because of the impending oil crisis and energy 
security will create jobs for government which is avoiding the 
longer term energy strategy; as Ian Rotherham also 
said, politicians will discuss anything of interest to 

democratic and representative groups they meet.  We in 
Sheffield, the UK and Western World need to up our game.Ask MPs 

and councillors to explain their stance on nuclear power and then they will 
realise it is important for you, their electorate.  
 
Sheffield, Forgemasters and other manufacturers contribute skills for their sector.  
Government made policy and investment decisions in nuclear fuel and electric 
vehicles, not for environmental reasons but short term economic growth. PoliticIan 
Rotherhams will listen if the issue is raised so I encourage you all to have those 
conversations. 
 
 

Ian Rotherham:  I remain mystified by the short term economic view and lack of 
investment in Sheffield for jobs and financial investment which are both much 
needed. All our alternative energy sources are imported which also raises 
questions about the lack of investment in Sheffield to build wind farms and tide 
energy systems.  Our VictorIan Rotherham forbears would be at the cutting 
edge to develop such technology.  Investment in the nuclear industry is felt 
to be carbon friendly underpinned by energy security and fears about the 
RussIan Rotherhams disconnecting gas supplies. Funds invested in 
nuclear fuel storage costs could be invested in Sheffield to develop 

alternative energy and steel would result in long term better jobs and a clean 
conscience. 
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Question:  What three things should we stop doing to protect the 
environment? 
 
Andy Nolan:  That is a tough question. Only six weeks into my 
appointment by the Council I had a full Council scrutiny and 
presentation on climate change for all the Councillors plus 2 ½ 
hours of questions without briefing of the questions all of which 
were far easier. We are doing odd things due to economic failure 
to recognise the true environmental cost locally, nationally and 

internationally.  We are entrenched.  
 

Transport is a major challenge; the UK will find it tough over the next 10 years. Road 
building has slowed down; far less capital will be invested into infra-structure apart from national 
rail networks. The good news is that we wont have major road building.  
 
 
While on my unsustainable Egyptian holiday, I observed Middle 
Eastern behaviour;  tourists complained over Turkeyôs waste 
disposal system which does not permit paper to be flushed down 
toilets. This environmental issue impacts on the entire Western 
World - our Victorian habit to shift unwanted waste with drinking 
water leaving it for others to clean up; the way we squander this 
incredibly precious, expensive resource is a key issue.   
 
Reiterating Ian Rotherham, we need effective decisions for UK rural 
upland, Moors for the Future and 2007 Floods. We are extracting short-term 
economic value from assets with a longer term purpose.  Valuing our natural assets to 
sustain in the longer term is a key issue. 
 
Ian Rotherham: I would stop politicians from making the disasterous cuts which I believe they will 
make after the election; in an economic downturn it is argued we need to invest, grow skills and 
invest wisely.  Instead, I anticipate blanket cuts with little thought given to longer term viability. 
 
We need long term champions to reduce grant aid, support communities and grow capacity.  
Remove champions and we lose the benefits.   
 
Universities can expect punitive cuts, lack of competition and competitiveness, loss of economic 
input by university students and researchers. The families of overseas student visit the UK for 
graduation, bring goodwill and spend large sums with us which we will lose to the international 
competition as is happening.   
 

Stop building on floodlands, flood plain, intensive farming and protect 
coastline. Climate change sea level rise and storm damage, destroying 
heritage, wildlife habitat and fine farmland are likely to increase erosion 
of the Yorkshire coast exponentially.  Ploughing up foot plains has to 
be seen in context of global food and security. We need more positive 
ways to protect our coastline, stop impact on foot plains and make 
planned cuts. 
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Andy Nolan:  Moves towards devolution and empowering local 
communities Sheffield and UK-wide seems to be a strong political 
theme in this election campaign. Green infra-structure, thriving 
district and local centres creates stronger identity in neighbourhoods 
offer more community cohesion to live and work locally with good 
schools, facilities and services. Low carbon society will be local; 
the western world, extends everything further away.   

 
As many of you know, localisation can be supported by 
grassroots activity.  Transition Movement and local community 
networks are involved with Community Assemblies designed to 
stimulate action in Sheffield where people recognise local produce, quality, health 
and local environment go hand in glove.   

 
We still operate a global economy.  The question on nuclear power, 
Forgemasters and others might benefit ï big players ï the chain will 
supply nuclear, coal or clean coal development or other industries in 
China, India, so yes to localisation in a period of transition from 
unadulterated global to more local market.  
 
Ian Rotherham:  Community systems of that ilk pose an 
increasingly acute, yet major challenge affecting environmental 
issues.  However we have also been facing social and economic 
issues recently. It would bring communities closer to their 
environment by giving a sense of responsibility with more 

harmony between people and nature.  Over the past 200 years or so, 
communities around the world have lost touch with the environment through industrialisation, 

urbanisation and agri-industrial farming. Less industrialised communities in Turkey, for example, 
bring complex and clever ways to manage the environment sustainably.   
 

Cultural severance ï a term I use for people who think supermarkets produce 
their food. When people visit Heeley City Farm or Whirlow Farm they are 
linked to food, animals and nature in a socially sustainable way.   
 
Question:  Following the last point, I would like to know how you 
reconcile our small, local shops going without business or being in a 
state of disrepair compared to the local uproar which big 
supermarkets create? 
 
Andy Nolan:  I donôt know the answer.  We are able to use planning to restrict the 
opportunity or make a more favourable environment for independent operations. Planned City 
Centre developments, the Retail Quarter, will encourage the development of independent boutique . 

 
Questionner: thatôs not really local scale ï thatôs City Centre. 

 
Andy Nolan:  Agreed, but it is an example of levers which the local community can exert.  Itôs easy 
for Tesco, Asda, Sainsburyôs, Morrisons to seduce local politicianôs and decision makers into thinking 
they will bring jobs and stimulate economic growth. The issue is how to capture the positive and 
negative; Handsworth Asda expansion is in dispute. Essential support often happens by early 
community action and working with the local authority during the planning application. Retail giants 
adapt quickly to obstacles in chameleonic ways to protect market share. Tesco Metro evolved after a 
planning decision restricted the size of large superstores.  We need to be very smart ï my theme is to 
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engage and involve people in community decision making; politicIan Rotherhams find it easier to 
stand than go for or against an officerôs decision based on what local people want. 

 
Questionner: There isnôt one is there? 
 
Andy Nolan:  Donôt think so. 

 
Ian Rotherham: There are no easy answers to anything we are 
discussing.  My work on rural tourism involves local villages and 
communities including a 5-year research project across South 
Yorkshire to grow tourism yet key services such as post office, shop 
and pub have been closed down.  Such villages become dormitories; 
their residents commute to Leeds or Sheffield while living in a rural 
area. Action to manage such situations is difficult because recovering 
such facilities is difficult in a competitive market place where product, 
quality and price are at issue.  
 
Our most powerful tool is community action to support local shops 
and resources when tackling retail gIan Rotherhamts.  When we 
unleash our community power it releases the green gIan 
Rotherhamt.  Quality and price includes people living below the 
national minimum wage; Manor Trust, Sheffield Wildlife, Heeley 
City Farm and other projects are heartening.  
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Group Discussion 
In the first session we were asked to think about things we could stop doing to reduce our carbon 
footprint; things we could stop doing as individuals and corporate entities is reduce food waste; we 
waste roughly 50% of food.  Two areas we might like to think about where we might achieve change 
would be to: 

 
1. Tax food waste starting with supermarkets which are the main culprits.   
2. Cut taxing refurbishments to taxing redevelopment of existing building and structures especially 

NAT with tax relief and switching to new builds to redress irresponsible building of new properties 
in low lying flood areas.   

 
Dave Applebaum:  Anyone want to pick up on those themes or throw in more 
ideas to stop doing? 
 
Although I cant say how much of a contribution it will make, we should be 
encouraged to use less electricity and look at ways to reduce our reliance on 
gadgets. Iôve been living without a toaster for a month and feel at a loss.  
Look at energy reduction to cut our energy consumption, how can we get 
about this City? When I came to Sheffield in 1991 we had a regular, 
reliable bus service with circular routes which have all since been axed. 
 
Things we could do is to stop politicising energy and rising transport 
costs because the incoming party could exploit the adversarial system to 
say we wont implement unpopular schemes; thus, as often happens, excellent 
plans in one 5 year period are cut in the next 5 year period ï so how do we plan? 
 
How can we have the long term planning required for sustainability in a two party political 
system where one government might come and throw everything out? 
 
Consensus on the suggestion that energy companies stop charging less per unit for high 
consumption and charge less for our energy savings.   
 

Our conversation about what we can stop doing can be rephrased in a more 
positive and encouraging way to ensure that we see the options as positive rather 
than negative.  
 
Instead of stop flying, we can holiday in the UK.  Rather than donôt shop, use 
time in more interesting ways.  Go for a walk in the countryside. Pitch things in 
different ways even to oneself.  Have goals to move towards instead of things 
which will not happen.  
 
In other words start talking positives. 
 
We are battling against deep rooted cultural trends; we are encouraged to take 
foreign holidays which are seen as the apex of development. I can go on a 
foreign holiday now or go on two which is seen as part of our dream.  How do 
we take on those long ingrained interests.   
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Ian Rotherham:  The knowledge economy gadgets in a high cost energy economy are too expensive 
to bin yet when they break; in a knowledge economy no-one can repair it.  
 
Sheffield jumped on this knowledge economy, evidenced by technical schools being replaced by 
restaurants. What does that say about us??  Gadgets break because manufacturers make more 
money when we have to buy replacements. How can we avoid built-in obsolescence when it suits the 
manufacturers? 

 
People who are in financial hardship spend all their time and 
energy keeping a roof over their head and food in their fridge to 
minimise that.  Bearing in mind they have a contribution and 
commonly form as they do. 
 
Andy Nolan: That is Sheffieldôs biggest challenge. Having looked at 
domestic energy data, the life expectancy map and lowest domestic 
energy use mirrors areas of highest deprivation mirrors.   
 
Our more affluent residents own bigger homes, have more white 
goods, electrical equipment with higher energy consumption. On 
the positive side everyone across the City is keen to see change.   

 

Iôd also like to add that: 

¶ In June weôre having a food festival of locally 
produced, healthy organic produce.   

¶ we need to teach the younger generation about food 
shopping, cooking and preserving which will impact 
on wellbeing, livelihood and health.  

Our knowledge economy has led to high value knowledge 
jobs with low value service jobs; our skills economy has 
ground to its feet without trained plumbers which would help 
low areas. IT disseminates all we need to know about living 
sustainably; IT and video conferencing ensured people did 
not need to fly to Copenhagen conference. A plumber will 

always have work.  
 

Doom and gloom divides society into camps which donôt communicate; we are preaching to the 
converted on the valuable, mostly voluntary work of devoted people.   
 
Millions in the UK and round the world work hard 
ï the lady talked about people who are too poor 
to care.  They do care but are too poor to act. 
More affluent, professional people work 12-14 
hours a day are not incentivised financially to 
behave in a more environmentally responsible 
way.   
 
Central government could influence behaviour 
by changing accounting procedures to reflect 
the real replacement cost for consumption of 
natural resources and reward poorer people for 
their reduced electricity usage.  I donôt know whether anyone has 
comments on these issues.  I like these events but tens of thousands are working around 
Sheffield who may not care because they are not financially incentivised to act.   
 




